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church was done away with, and that the giving of
alms to the poor was an interference with the
working of the Poor Law. Mr. Hawker published a
statement of what he did in this matter'in The English
Churchman, for 1844. Mr. Walter made this state-
ment the basis of an attack on the system, and
especially on Mr. Hawker, in a letter to The Times.
Mr. Hawker replied to this:
sir,—I regret to discover that you have permitted your-
self to invade the tranquillity of my parish, and to
endeavour to interrupt the harmony between myself and
my parishioners, in a letter which I have just read in a
recent number of The Times. You have done so by a
f
irbled copy of a statement which appeared in The
nglish Churchman, of the reception and disposal of the
offertory alms in the parish church of Morwenstow.
I say 'garbled' because, while you have adduced just
so much of the document as suited your purpose, you have
suppressed such parts of it as might have tended to
alleviate the hostility which many persons entertain to
this part of the service of the Church.
With reference to our choice, as the recipients of Church
money, of labourers whose 'wages are seven shillings a
week,' and 'who have a wife and four children to main-
tain thereon,' you say, 'Here is an excuse for the employer
to give deficient wages! *
In reply to this, I beg to inform you that the wages in
this neighbourhood never fluctuate: they have continued
at this fixed amount during the ten years of my incum-
bency. ... Your argument, as applied to my parishioners,
is this: Because they have scanty wages in that county,
therefore they should have no alms; because these
labourers of Morwenstow are restricted by the law from
any relief from the rate, therefore they shall have no
charity from the Church; because they have little, there-
fore they shall have no more. You insinuate that I, a
Christian minister, think eight shillings a week sufficient
for six persons ^during a winter's week, as though I were
desirous to limit the resources of my poor parishioners to
that sum. May God forgive you your miserable supposi-
tion! I have all my life sincerely, and not to serve any
party purpose, been an advocate of the cause of the poor.

